


Col. Rodger Seidel (right) pins the Bronze Star on Robert Wolford's jacket. (Shopper
News Photo by Doug Allen)



lars and was amazed at their
numbers as they tried to breach
the perimeter of the airbase.

He could tell something
extraordinary was happening
by the amount of wounded and
killed American soldiers that
kept streaming into the evacua-
tion area.

“We kept throwing hand
grenades over the concertina
wire and the NVA kept com-
ing,” he said. “I'd been in
Vietnam for only a couple
months, but you could tell we
were facing a huge change
from the enemy.”

The Tet Offensive lasted 77
days and was a major offensive
launched by North Vietnam
against numerous American
and South Vietnamese installa-
tions, according to About.com.

Approximately 1,500
Americans and 45.000 North
Vietnamese were killed during
Tet.

“A lot of guys did some
amazing things that day,” he
said. “Some of them didn’t
make it back. There's no time
1o think about it when it’s hap-
pening. You do what you need
to do to stay alive and help your
buddies.”

“ol.  Rodger  Seidel,
Michigan Air National Guard,
commander 110 Fighter Wing,
and keynote speaker for the
event then pinned the medal on
Wolford’s leather jacket.

While receiving a rousing
round of applause from the
audience Wolford grinned and

waved and Walker said, ‘well
deserved Specialist Wolford.’
Wolford is a 1965 graduate
of Battle Creek Central and was
busily engaged in a plumbing
and pipefitting apprenticeship

program when the Army came
knocking with their draft
notice. 3

“l wasn’t too happy about
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Robert Wolford with the Bronze Star as seen on his jack-

et. (Shopper News Photo by Doug Allen)







