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AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

1. TC 32G. The following AWARD i3 anncunced.

THOMAS, RICHARD A 05335163 (SSAN NS :IRST LIEU-

TENANT ARTILLERY Unlted States Army, Troop C, 34 Sguadron,

4th Cavalry, 25th Infantry Divislon, APO 96225

Awarded: Distinguished Service Cross

Date actlon: 3 July 1968

Theater: Republic of Vietnam

Reason: For extraordinary herolsm in connection with military opera-
tions involving conflict with an armed hostile force in the
Republic of Vietnarm: First Lieutenant Thomas distinguished
himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 3 July 1968
when his cavalry troop was ambushed during a movement
from Tay Ninh to Cu Chi. Lieutenant Thomas was riding with
the troop commander in an armored personnel carrier when
the column was attacked by a reinforced North Vietnamese
company firing antitank rockets, automatic weapons and
amall armse. Within fifteen seconde the commander had been
wounded by a rocket. Moments later another one struck the
vehicle, burling Lisutenant Thomas to the ground, With
complete disregard for his safety, he fully exposed himaelf
to the heavy enemy fire and climbed back into the damaged
track to reestablish contact with the other elements of the
column. He then called for gunship support and aircraft to
evacuate the wounded. Shortly after reorganizing the unit and
receiving air support, his vehicle was again hit by antitank
fire, seriously wounding him in the arm. Refusing to be
medically evacuated, he moved from vehicle to vehicle,
ignoring the continulng fusillade to encourage his men and
aid in the extraction of the other casualties. First Lieutenant
Thomas' extracrdinary heroism and devotion to duty were
in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service
and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United
States Army,



